JNTHECT^c. 
Claims 1-24 (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) An implani comprising- 
^ween the enl^ ^ ^ *" ^ ^ « — S 

onpfh / ^ 1Bcood «<P <*P<**d on each end of the botJy 

Sf^r r comp,isin8 ^ ^ * ~ <* — 

m a bearing surface ar an end therein; and — 

a plurality of cortical strurs; 

^"^^l^tisd^^ 

andrnaiesm one of the receiving regions of the «*h^c^^ , Wlwfly 
. a regions or the e*& cap so that at least a portion of the struts 

bear agatnsi at least a portion of the bearing surface. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The implant of dairn 25 34. wherein the cortical 
strut recetved in the receiving region of the cap is p^-fit therein. 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (CurrenUy Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the implant 
comprises dernineralized bone. F 

30. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the implant 
comprises partially dernineralized bone. 

31. (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the body 
comprises osieoconductive material. 

32. (Currently Amended) The implani of claim 25 34, wherein the body 
comprises cancellous bone. 

33. (Canceled) 
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34. (Currently Amended) Tne implant of C lsi m 25 34 wWi * 
*e deposed generally parallel to each olher 25 ^ Whereui the *™ 



35. 



are cylindrical. 



(Currently tended) The implant of 0^25 34, wherein Ae smjt , 



36. (Curreniiy^^ T ne implant of claim 25 34, wherein * estmts 



bave a triangular cross-seenon. 



37. 



have a rectangular cross-secxion 



(Currently Amended) Tne implant of claim 25 34, therein ^ smws 



cylindrical. 



38- (Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein the body is 



39. 



(Currently Amended) The implant of claim 25 34, wherein 



o n „co~ c- ^ >-iami 43 wnerein ihe end 

caps are configured and dimensioned to distribute loading on the implant. 

struts are s*ed L T^T* ^ * ^ * ^ 

strut, are sued and configured to serve as load-bearing members. 

41 . (Currently Amended) An implant sized and configured for placement 
between adjacent vertebral bodies, the implant comprising: ? 

a first cortical end cap having a top surface for engaging a vertebral body a 
bottom surface and a receiving region disposed therebetween; 

bona rf 8 SeCODd C ° niCaI ^ * l ° P SUlf3CC f ° r eng ^"S • vertebral body, a 

bottom surface, and a receiving region disposed therebetween; 

a cancellous body having a first end for engaging the bottom surface of the 
first conical end cap, a second end for engaging the bottom surface of the second cortical end 
cap, and at least one through-hole extending therebetween; 

at least one conical strut disposed in the at least one through hole formed in 
the body and in the at ( east one receiving region formed in the first and second end caps; 

wherein tne first an d second rnd s of the ™^ii 0us hn^y * n ^ ^ npr Thr 
vertebral body- qnH 

wherein the end caps are sized and dimensioned to serve as load-distributing 
members and the at least one cortical strut is sized and configured to serve as a load-bearing 

member. 
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42. 



* " 1C eno comprise 8 through hole. 



43. (Previously Presented) The implant of claim - , 

strut received in the (hrouah hole of rh. „ . ' Wbetem Co ™* 

wrougn hole or the end caps is press-fir therein. 

44. (Previously Presented) The implant of clair. ^ . . 
>ne rece iVlng regioa formed fa ^ ^ ^ ^ & 



ar an end thereof. 

45. 

one 



completely through the end cap. tend 



comprises demiwraiized bo w . 



«Mnpnses partially deminn-aiued bone. 



48. (Previous* Pr^, ^ ^ Qf ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



disposed generally parallel to each other. 



49. 



(Previously Presented) Theimplantof claim 4!, wherein 



cylindrical. ' M*m <h , wherein the struts are 

haveatnansu, 50 ' theimplantof claim 41, wherein Uae struts 
nave a rnangular cross-secrion- 

have a (PreVi ° USly ^ i " Vtant ° f C,aira «*■ the struts 

have a rectangular cross-section. 



52. 



cylindrical. 



(Previously Presented) The implant of claim 41 . wherein the body U 
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(Previously Presented; The implant of claim 41 „,h • u • 
comprises a plurality of rhrough-holes fanned * the h 7 

sinus bear against an end surface of the end caps. 

54. (New) An implant sized and configured for placement between 
adjacent vertebral bodies, the implant comprising: 

bon« rf ' " ?! ^ ^ " ^ ^ Cnga ^ * body, a 

bonom surface, a height dimension extending between the top surface and the bottom sLace 
and at least one recess disposed therein; 

rf " SCCOnd ^ ^ ^ 3 tOP Surf9Ce for e *eagmg a venebral body a 

irr;:^ a beigb ; * mension exiending - - — - - — ~£ 

ana or least one recess disposed therein; 

a cancellous body having a fini end for engaging the bottom surface of the 
first corneal end cap, a second end for engaging the bottom surface of the second conical end 
cap. and at least one through-hole extending therebetween; 

at least one conical strut disposed in me at least one rtrough hole formed in 
the body and in the at least one recess formed in the first and second end caps; 

wherein the first and second ends of the cancellous body do nor engage the 
venebral body; and 

wherein at least one of the recesses formed in ettber of the first or second end 
cap has a depth less than the height of the end cap so thot me reC e ss does not extend 
completely through the end cap. 
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